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September 27, 2000

00-204
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
OBIA NAMED ACTING ASSOCIATE DEAN OF COS

CHARLESTON - Godson Obia, professor of geology/geography at Eastern
Illinois University, has been named acting associate dean of the College of Sciences.
Obia, who begins his new duties Monday, Oct. 2, replaces William Weber, who
was named acting associate vice president for academic affairs earlier this month. Obia
will serve in the position through June 30, 2001, according to Mary Anne Hanner, acting
dean of the College of Sciences.
"Dr. Godson Obia has been an academic leader in the College of Sciences and
at EIU. His perspectives are insightful. I look forward to working with him," Hanner said.
Obia has taught in Eastern's geology/geography department since 1994 and is
the recipient of two Faculty Achievement and Contribution Awards.
He has served as acting department chair in the chair's absence and has been
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active on a number of departmental committees including the Curriculum, Department
Personnel and Budget Allocation Committees.
He is also serving his third year on the Council on Academic Affairs and is the
College of Sciences' chair for the University Professionals of Illinois Membership
Committee. He is a former member of the College of Sciences' Deans Advisory
Committee.
Outside of the university, he was a former director of the Africa Specialty Group
of the Association of American Geographers.
"I am looking forward to working with Dean Hanner to continue the tradition of
academic excellence and good leadership established under former Dean Lida Wall,
who is now interim provost and vice president for academic affairs," Obia said.
In the acting associate dean position, Obia will have significant budgetary
responsibility in addition to overseeing faculty workload assignments and teaching
schedules, program reviews, proposals for new facilities and new faculty orientation. He
will continue to teach several classes in the Department of Geology/Geography.
Obia has a bachelor of science degree from the University of Nigeria, a master's
from the University of Toronto and a Ph.D. from the University of Oklahoma.
Before joining Eastern, he taught at the University of Nebraska at Kearney.
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